THE KING'S AJE&TT MUCH DISTRESSED,
being hemmed in between us and our own foot, were cut m pieces to a man, the lest, as I undeistood attesward*, retreated into the town, having lost three hundred of then men.
In this la&t charge I leceived a rude blow horn a stout fellow on foot, with the batt-end of his musket, which pei-fectly stunned me and fetched me off fiom my horse; and had not some near me took caie of me, I had been tiod to death "by our o\vn men But the fellow being immediately killed, and my fuends finding me alrve, had taken me up, and earned me off some distance, where I came to myself again, after some time, but knew little of what I did 01 said that night This was the reason why I say I afteiwards understood the enemy retreated, for I saw no moi e what they did then , noi indeed was I well of this blow for all the i est of the summei, but had frequent pains in my head, dizzinesses and swimming, that gave me some fears the blow had injured the scull, but it wore off again, noi did it at all hinder my attending my charge
This action, I think, was the only one that looked like a defeat given the enemy at this siege, we killed them near three hundied men, as I have said, and lost about sixty of our troopers
All this time, while the king was harassing and weakening the best army he ever saw together during the whole war, the parliament generals, or rather preachers, weie leciuiting theirs, for the preachers were better than drummeis to iaibe volunteeis, zealously exhorting the London dames to p<ut with their husbands, and the city to send some of their trained-bands to join the aimy foi the iclief of Gloucester, and now they began to advance towards us
The king, heanng of the advance of Essex's army, who by this time was come to Aylesbury, had summoned what forces he had within call to join him, and, accordingly, he received three thousand foot from Somersetshne, and, having battered the town for thirty-six hours, and made a fair breach, icsolves upon an assault, if possible to carry the town befoie the enemy came up. The assault was begun about seven in the evening, and the men boldly mounted the breach, but, alcer a very obstinate and bloody dispute, were beaten out again by the besieged with great loss
Being thus often repulsed, and the Earl of Essex's army approaching, the lung calls a council of war, and propose^